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Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
November 14, 1881 


Sir: 


I transmit herewith, for your information, copy of a letter under date of the 12th inst., 
addressed to this office by the Secretary of the Treasury, directing the recoinage of the old 
copper coins amounting to $17,540.91 and the copper nickel one cent (1857-64) amounting to 
$104,018.71, now in the Redemption Fund of your Mint, into five cent nickels. 


If, in order to carry out these instructions, it is necessary that you should purchase a 
supply of nickel, you will please submit an advertisement inviting proposals for the same, that I 
may procure authority from the Secretary of the Treasury for the insertion of the advertisement 
in One or More news-papers. 


Owing to the limited amount of five cent nickel coins now on hand in the Treasury, it is 
desirable that the recoinage of these pieces should be commenced at as early as date as 
practicable. 


Very respectfully, 
R.E. Preston 
Acting Director. 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq., 
Supt. Mint of the U.S., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


